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EDITORIAL 
by Lindy Pratch 

In January of this year, a special meeting 
was held for everyone interested in the 
future direction of Womonspace News. One 
big question we had was about member- 
ship, and why so many women who 
regularly read this newsletter do not give us 
the financial support of joining the 
organization. 

We decided to focus an entire issue on 
this topic, which should have been this 
month, but no one has actually submitted 
anything that addresses the question. 
Instead, the current issue has a mixture of 
articles; I hope you enjoy the variety. 

October 1996 marks the start of my 
fourth year as editor of Womonspace News. 
During this time, we have had theme issues 
on such topics as marriage, feminism, 
parenting, coming out, homophobia, 
partner abuse, the law, identity politics, 
monogamy, s/m and bisexuality; all from a 
lesbian point of view. Keep on contributing, 
and keep on reading! 


A WOMONSPACE 
YEAR 


by Faye (divot queen/co-activities co- 
ordinator) and Laurie (call girl/volunteer 
co-ordinator) 

It’s been a memorable, highly 
satisfying year. We’ve enjoyed being a 
part of the many activities that 
Womonspace has been involved with ~ 
throughout the past 12 months. 

These events could not have 
happened without the efforts of 
numerous volunteers, supporting 
organizations, and all those who 
attended. Some highlights of 1995-96: 

The New Year's Eve Dance— 


featuring live music by Roxanne and 


ee 


—————— ee 


Van and co-sponsored by the Blades <4 


hockey team—was attended by 360 
deliriously happy women who 
celebrated the new year with 
enthusiasm (and lots of spirit(s)). 

In March, Womonspace brought 
lesbian comedian Suzanne 
Westenhoefer to the Princess Theatre 
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and thanks to tremendous support from 
the lesbian community, the event was 
completely sold out. After providing us 
with 90 minutes of non-stop laughs, 
Westenhoefer not only left us wanting 
more but inspired us to be out and be 
proud of who we are. She was impressed 
with the overwhelming reception from her 
Edmonton audience and with her 
impromptu tour of the city—particularly 
the breakfast trip to the drive-through at 
McDonald’s (thanks Lynn!) 

In June, Womonspace and GLCCE 
kicked off Pride Week with a great dance 
party that drew a capacity crowd of 370 
people of all persuasions. A good time was 
had by all. 

In conjunction with Pride Week, 
Womonspace and Shakespear’s held a 
highly successful pub night (featuring 
dancing, darts and pool tournaments, door 
prizes, and great tunes by Vikki) with 
proceeds of close to $300 going to Pride 
'9’7. The response to this women-only 
event was terrific! Thanks to everyone for 
coming out and giving so generously. 

The final summer event was the 
second annual Womonspace golf 
tournament held in July at Terrae Pines 
Golf Course. Thirty-six highly talented, 
at hletic women turned out on a windy but 
rain-free afternoon for nine holes of fun 
anid frolic on the links, followed by dinner 
arid fabulous door prizes, including a 
weekly pass to the prestigious Du Maurier 


Classic golf tournament (and dykefest!) 
at the Edmonton Country Club. 

Thank you again to all the volunteers 
who helped organize and make these 
events fun, and thanks also to all the 
women who help make Edmonton’s 
lesbian community stronger by 
supporting Womonspace and other queer 
groups and businesses. 

Womonspace thanks the following 
businesses for their ongoing support of 
our activities: 

Orlando Books, Greenwoods, Akashik 
Books, Jazzberrys, Cafe La Gare, The 
Cook & Gardener, Boystown, The Roost, 
Shakespears, The Bagel Tree, The Front 
Page, Glenora Gallery, Body Balance, 
Holes Gardening Centre, Alternative 
Video Spot. 
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MIDNIGHT SNACK 
by C. Wood 


Tonight, | savoured the warmth 
Of your body 

As we cuddled 

Breast to back 

And | held you 

Until you slept. 


Tonight, | ate raspberry jam 
Sandwiches 

In your bed, and left 
Cornbread crumbs 
For you to remember 
Me by. 

| know that I have 
Already kissed you 

In ways 

No woman before 
Has ever 

Kissed, 


That my hands have 
Encircled your 
Slender waist, 

That | have 

Felt the flood 

Of your wetness, 


That your passion 
Has waited for 
My hand 
My breath 

My tongue 
My words. 


WHINER’S WISDOM 
by Sandra 
(not really; that’s my pseudonym) 

This summer I read a 
book called Out Our Way, 
by Michael Riordon. It’s a 
collection of interviews by 
Michael with gays and 
lesbians who live in 
Canadian rural and small 
town settings. One story in particular 
caught my attention. The story is about 
two lesbians, K and her partner L, who 
live in Bible Hill, Nova Scotia. In their 
small community they organized a group 
called CNGML, or Central Nova Gay 
Men and Lesbians. They put on dances 
every two months and organize other 
social activities when they can. Boy, I 
thought to myself, this sounds just like 
Womonspace. Imagine my surprise when 
I got to the end of their story and it was, it 
was just like Womonspace! 

The small group that started 
CNGML intended that others would 
be running it within a year. They’re 
still at it. As usual, people are quick 
to cnticize, but much slower to lend a 
hand. Some men don't want women 
at the dances, and vice versa. The 
music’s too loud or not right, the 
group is too public or not public 
enough. “At the last dance,” says K, 
“this woman was complaining to me, 
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why didn’t we have more dances, 
more events. | asked if she’d be 
willing to help out and just like 
that—she disappeared.” 

L: “Sometimes you get fed up, you 
think why am | putting up with all this 
nonsense, who needs it?” 

K: “But then it always comes back 
to the same question—if we don’t do 
it, who else will?” 

Wow, there are whiny, apathetic 
lesbians in Nova Scotia, and I thought it 
was just something in the water in 
Edmonton. At times I have really felt the 
lesbian community (there’s an oxymoron) 
did not deserve Womonspace. I can hear 
the groans now because I know how some 
women feel about Womonspace, how 
they hate it and have absolutely no need 
for it in their lives, blah, blah, blah. 

How wonderful for them, I think, but 
what will they do when they’ve fucked 
everyone in their incestuous circle of like- 
minded friends? And why are volunteers 
so hard to find to work the dances? Why 
not stay and help clean up afterwards— 
Goddess knows most of you are going 
home alone anyway. 

One particular whine that does not go 
well with any meal is the voice that 
questions the quality of the newsletter. 
Womonspace News is produced on a 
volunteer basis, and it is always done in a 
timely and efficient manner. Where is 
there a better place to find out what’s 


happening in Edmonton so that all you 
lazy lezbos can stay home? 

The newsletter also exists to let people 
know what’s happening with 
Womonspace. Add a few submissions on 
certain topics and there’s our voice in the 
lesbian community. 

The point to all this is that while I 
could have told you how great my 
experiences have been in Womonspace, 
how many great people I got to know, it 
seems that negative thinking is the 
preferred language of bored dykes in 
Edmonton. Here’s another thought; you 
get out of something exactly what you put 
into it, so for all you whiners, here’s a 
little back atcha. 


CASTLE BALL 
Halloween Masquerade 


Presented by Edmonton Vocal Minority 


SF 


Saturday October 26 
Prince of Wales Armouries 
10440-108 Avenue 
8 PM 
Live ENTERTAINMENT AND DJs Too! 
Tickets on sale soon: 
Phone 988-4620 for locations 
Start working on your costume! 
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THE LIST 
by Rosa 

I felt frazzled! 
My partner and I 
were going camping for a week. I still 
had a million things to do and that didn’t 
leave me much time to pack. Knowing 
this, my partner had offered to pack for 
me as long as I could give her some list 
to follow. Providing a list would be the 
least of my problems as I knew I had a 
checklist on my computer. I quickly 
printed off a copy of it for her. 

“See you later, honey! Are you sure 
you don’t mind doing this?” I asked as I 
kissed her. She assured me that it was all 
right. 

That night we loaded the car and 
parked it in the garage. We went to bed 
early and set the alarm for 5 am. I knew 
that 5 AM would come quickly and sure 
enough it did. Just as I was saying 
“Good-ni—” the alarm went off and cut 
me off in mid-sentence, “—ohh (???), 
morning sweetheart!” 

We made some coffee and poured 
some into two large travel mugs. The rest 
we poured into a very large thermos to 
take with us on the road. In retrospect 
that was probably a bad idea. No one 
could say that I have a weak bladder. It 
sure got enough exercise that day! 

Six hours later we arrived at our 
mountain campsite. We got out of the 
car and I automatically headed for the 
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bathroom while my partner took all the 
camping paraphernalia out of the car. 

On the way to the bathroom I noticed 
an anomaly. A gay man sitting alone at 
the picnic table at the campsite beside us. 
And I thought camping was a rugged 
dyke thing. I was about to start chiding 
myself for viewing gays so stereotypically 
when a motorhome pulled into the gay 
man’s campsite and the man’s ruggedly 
handsome partner came out. 

When I came back to our campsite, 
the tent was up, the itinerary for the 
week was made up and my partner was 
slaving over a hot Coleman stove to make 
lunch for us. Now you’re probably 
thinking that I should cut down on coffee 
and add more bran to my diet so that I 
wouldn’t spend so much time in the 
bathroom. The truth of the mattér is that 
my partner is a very fast, efficient worker 
and that all this was accomplished in the 
span of 5 minutes. 

After lunch we washed the dishes and 
then set off to go on some easy hikes. We 
first hiked the Saddleback Trail then we 
were off to Larch Valley. Finally we 
decided to climb up Sulphur Mountain. 
Once up, we decided that taking the 
gondola down was for sissies. We, on the 
other hand, were tough mountain dykes 
so we opted to walk back down. Besides, 
seeing other people as they grimly 
struggled up to the top as we leisurely 
made out way back down gave us a 
perverse sort of pleasure. 


So SS SS AS 


That night we made supper, washed 
dishes, played cards and backgammon 
then we got ready for bed. The two gays 
beside us finished their wine and went 
inside what appeared to be a very 
impeccably decorated motorhome to retire 
for the night as well. 

I looked casually into my travel bag 
and, shocked at its contents, I started to dig 
frantically through it. I pulled out a dress, 
a slip and @ nightie??? “Ahh, sweetheart, 
did you by any chance pack my sweat 
pants?” 

“Sorry honey. They weren’t on your 
list.” 

I then pulled out a camisole, a curling 
iron, and nylons??? “Ahh, sweetie, did you, 
ahem, pack my sports socks?” 

“No, I didn’t hon. They weren’t on 
your list.” 

I then pulled out some tank tops, some 
make-up and a purse??? What true blue 
dyke would even confess to owning one of 
those? 

“Abh... Do you think I could look at my 
list?” My partner rummaged through her 
fanny pack and handed me the list. I 
glanced at it. Was this really my travel list? 
I looked at it closely and realized that this 
list had been compiled about 7 years ago 
when I was straight, had no mortgage and 
could afford to travel. It was obvious that I 
had changed a lot since coming out and— 

“AGGHHHH!!” 

The anguished cry came from the 
motorhome beside our campsite. It was the 


ruggedly handsome gay fellow and 
through the open window I could see 
him pulling out clothing and such froma 
suitcase. “Sports socks? Sweat pants? 
Hiking boots? My God, a whole week in 
this get-up. I can’t believe that you didn’t 
pack my dresses, nylons and make-up...” 
That was all I needed to hear! I 
grabbed my bag and rushed over to the 
motorhome. I knocked at the door. The 
ruggedly handsome gay opened it. “I'd 
like to propose a trade!” I said, as I 
offered him my duffle bag full of 
paraphernalia from a past life. 


LUST 


FROM LAURA SECORD 
by C. Wood 


| am sitting here, at work 
Savouring each morsel 

Of buttermallow cream— 
Licking the warm 

Glistening bits 

From the crevasses between 
My fingers. 


As my moist tongue 
Dances, 

| remember 

Your richness 

And am overwhelmed 
By the scent of you 
Still on my 

Skin. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING? 
Groups and Weekly Events: 


GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton) is located in the basement below 
Boystown Cafe, 10112-124 Street. It is open 
Monday to Friday from 7-10 pm. Peer support 
counselling, lesbian coming out group, drop-in, 
and library. 488-3234. 


OUTreach social & political student group at 
the University of Alberta campus: 988-4166. 


Adamant Eve feminist radio program 
broadcast on CJSR, FM 88.5, at the University of 
Alberta. Thursdays from 5:30-6 pm. 

Gaywire lesbian, gay & bisexual radio show 
on FM 88.5. Thursdays from 6-7 pm. 

Queeries current affairs show on CJSR, FM 
88.5, Fridays from 5:00-5:30 pm. 

Sonic Sisters women’s music radio program 
on FM 88.5. Saturdays from 7-8 pm. 


Lambda Christian Community 

Welcomes members of the lesbigay community; 
worship 7 pm Sundays, 11148-84 Ave (Garneau 
United Church). Phone 988-3913. 


Metropolitan Community Church 
Weekly worship, McDougall United Church, 
10086 MacDonald Drive, (riverside entrance) 
Sundays at 7:15 pa. Rev. Charles Bidwell; 429- 
2321. 


SOLO Social club for lesbians and bisexual 
women (over 18) gets together every week for a 
wide variety of social events. Linda at 447-4776. 


Shakespear’s Darts & Rumpus Room. 
Dances for ladies only on the first Saturday of 
the month. 2nd floor, 10306-112 St. 429-7234. 
Talk to Stacy about your fundraising needs. 


Gay & Lesbian Youth Group: 
Phone 486-9661, voice box 10. 


PFLAG: Parents, Families, and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays support group, c/o GLCCE, or 
Lynne 462-5958. Outreach Line 944-1394 v.b. 
3524 (FLAG) 24 hour recorded message except 7 - 
9:30 pm Monday to Friday when calls are 
forwarded to a PFLAG volunteer for confidential 
and anonymous support for gays and lesbians 
and their parents, families, and friends. 

PFLAG is seeking donations of books or videos; 
call Rob at GLCCE, 488-3234. 


The Liatris Society of Edmonton 

A casual group of queer-positive greenthumbs 
who meet for horticultural experiences and 
social interaction. There are no membership fees 
in 1996, and our events are open to all. Call 
Brent at 497-7059, or the 0° Hotline: 988-3132. 


Out & Out (0) 5 
Outdoor and recreation group for gays, ‘lesbians, 
bisexuals and their friends. Jogging, roller 
blading, dog walking, cycling, beach volleyball, 
camping, and other activities. Call 988-3132. 


Night Spots: 

The Roost 

Private club at 10345-104 Street; 426-3150. 
Buddy’s 

Pub upstairs above Boystown, 10116-124 St. 


Wet 


Gay & Lesbian Infoline: 
988-4018 
Lesbian Life Line: 425~O511 


O* Hotline: 
988-3132 
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COMING EVENTS: 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 

Liatris Walk at Elk Island Park 
Everyone is invited to meet at the Elk Island 
Park Info Centre at 11 am. Pack a lunch. We'll 
explore some of the trails, and maybe have a 
corn roast, weather permitting. (Bring corn 
wrapped in foil.) 497-7059. 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 

A Dance for Ladies Only 
Shakespear’s Darts & Rumpus Room, 2nd 
floor-10306-112 Street. Details: 429-7234. 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 

Womonspace News Meeting 

The Cook & Gardener Cafe, 10345-106 Street, 
at noon. Deadline for October submissions on 
the topic “Exes”. New volunteers are 
welcome. 


SUNDAYS, SEPTEMBER 7—OCTOBER 6 

EVM Welcomes New Singers 
Edmonton Vocal Minority is a gay & lesbian 
choir welcoming to a//sexual orientations. 
New singers may join ONLY during the first 4 


rehearsals of the year. No auditions necessary. 


Held in the Fine Arts Bldg at the U of A, Room 
1-23, 2 - 5 pm. Phone 988-4620 for more info. 


SEPTEMBER 13—15 

A Wonder Filled Weekend 
Metropolitan Community Church of 
Edmonton presents an experience of spiritual 
and social christian community, featuring 
lesbian gospel singer Marsha Stevens. (See 
pagel0.) For information call 429-2321. 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 

Womonspace Board Meeting 

7:30 pm at Jazzberrys, 9965-82 Ave. All members are 
welcome to attend. The cafe is closed to the public 
at this time. 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 

Orlando 

Film presented by Orlando Books at the Princess 
Theatre, 10337-82 Ave. 7 pm. 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 

Women’s Pub Night at Shakespear's 
Fundraiser for 3 ladies-only Walmac Pool teams. 
2™ floor, 10306-112 Street. Call 429-7234. 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 

Womonspace Dance 

These friendly women-only events are back again 
after a summer break! Held at Bonnie Doon Hall, 
9240-93 St, 8 pM-1 am. Dance volunteers get a break 
on admission, and volunteering is also a great to 
meet other dykes; call 425-0511. 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 

EVM presesnts ROMANOVSKY & PHILLIPS 
Very funny, very gay duo are not to be missed. 
Edmonton Vocal Minority will join them for two 
songs. Garneau Theatre, 8712-109 St, at 8 pm. $15 
advance; $18 at the door. 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5 

A Dance for Ladies Only 

Shakespear’s Darts & Rumpus Room, 2™ floor- 
10306-112 Street. Details: 429-7234. 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 7 

Womonspace News Meeting 

The Bagel Tree Deli, 10354-82 Ave, at 7:30 pm. 
Deadline for November submissions on the topic 
‘Erotica’. New volunteers welcome. 


WOMONSPACE NEWS . 9 


THE BIG SECRET 
by Sheryl McInnes 

For about 2500 years, men have been 
debating the issue of ‘female seed’; 
whether such an ejaculation of fluid 
accompanies orgasm or not, and if so, 
what role it might play in female sexual 
pleasure and/or reproduction. Women 
had very little input into this discussion 
until this century, but when they did 
talk about it, they generally went along 
with whatever the doctors or religious 
men had to say. The ‘women do not 
ejaculate’ side of the argument was the 
most popular. As a result, women were 
treated for orgasmic incontinence with 
the assumption that if fluid was 
released, it had to be urine. This was a 
source of embarassment for women; a 
big secret. Therefore women were not 
likely to talk about this or exchange 
information in a way that would make 
this ‘condition’ public. 

In a recent (1993) update on the 
issues of a female prostate, the G-spot 
(sensitive area just inside the upper wall 
of the vagina), and female ejaculation, 
science appears to have reached a 1990’s 
consensus. Yes there is a female prostate 
similar to the male prostate, yes the G- 
spot is real in some women, and yes, 
some females do a ejaculate a fluid that 
is NOT urine. How, or if, all of these 
are connected is not as clear to science, 
although it may be perfectly clear to the 


women who experience ejaculation. 

Lesbians, perhaps more than non- 
lesbian women, may be aware of an 
ejaculation of fluid, and suspecting that 
this is urine, seek medical treatment, or 
avoid orgasm to prevent embarassment. 
Although orgasmic incontinence may 
occur, especially after menopause, that is 
not necessarily what is occuring. Before 
accepting the idea that you have a 
‘condition’, or any invasive hormone 
treatments, ask your doctor to read the 
literature on female ejaculate. She/he can 
start by reading the update in the May 
1993 issue of The Journal of Sex Research.* 
Tests can be done to determine if you 
have a ‘condition’, or are just doing your 
female thing. 


* Available at the Scott Health Sciences 
Library, University of Alberta. i 


>= 


MARSHA STEVENS CONCERT 


Saturday, September 14 
8 PM 
Gospel Music 

10086 MacDonald Drive 
Marsha came out as a born again lesbian 
in 1979, She has been taking her music to 
gay positive churches and functions 
around the U.S and Canada since 1984. 
She and her partner Suzanne have been 
travelling fulltime since 1993, singing and 
sharing God’s love for a//people. (Phone 
429-2321, MCC of Edmonton.) 
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BETWEEN THE COVERS 


At Edmonton Public Library 
by Lindy Pratch 

The Alberta Book Award for fiction 
was awarded to a lesbian novel this year. 
Bending at the Bow, by Marion Douglas, 
is an exquisitely intimate account of 
beginning life again. 

Sylvie and Annie had known each 
other as children, and then met again 17 
years later. They were lovers for 6 years, 
then Sylvie died in a car accident. The 
story travels back and forth in time, 
exploring childhood experiences as well as 
Annie’s present efforts to come to terms 
with her loss. 

The Calgary setting, Annie’s letter 
carrier friend next-door, the sewing-as- 
therapy, and the anti-Free Trade activism, 
all made this book very personal to me. 

I was charmed by Annie’s thoughts 
from the first page: “Recently, I have 
begun to see these two events—the near- 
suicide of Blodwen Scarfe and Sylvie’s 
death—as a giant comb, parting my life, 
dividing it into this side and that, leaving 
me a narrow strip of white and perhaps 
dandruffy flesh to tromp up and down. 
And because I feel cramped with so little 
room to manoeuvre, I have felt it 
necessary once in a while to treat myself 
to the telling of lies. Lying is an 
indulgence, like buying new clothes or 
going to a movie, though generally more 
fulfilling.” 


Hood, by Irish author Emma 
Donoghue, is another book about a 
lesbian who has lost her lover in a car 
accident. Pen and Cara were together for 
14 years, off and on. They first became 
lovers in their convent school in Dublin. 
Cara had been unfaithful many times 
over the years, and Pen deals with her 
anger over this as well as the loss of her 
life partner. To further complicate her 
emotions, Cara’s sister Kate flies in from 
her home in the U.S. for the funeral. 
Kate had been Pen’s first schoolgirl 
crush. This bittersweet love story moves 
at a measured pace that matches Pen’s 
introspection. 

One last magical exploration on the 
theme of losing a lover; Toward 
Amnesia by Sarah Van Arsdale. This 
time, (happily?), there is no death 
involved. Being dumped by her lover is 
so painful that Virginia seeks amnesia for 
relief. She trades in her car for a 1950 
Chevy Futura, leaves her North Carolina 
home and heads to Canada. She does 
everything she can to remake herself; 
changes her name, writes with her other 
hand, tries to make the opposite choices 
that she would have before the break-up. 

At one point, she finds herself 
pushing someone else’s grocery cart by 
mistake, and decides to purchase those 
things instead. Virginia’s journey to self- 
acceptance is a worthwhile experience 
for the reader as well. 
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WOMON(CYBER)SPACE 
by Amy Lee Cardufian 

I have a new girlfriend. Her name is 
Eudora. She’s a relatively cheap date, 
highly entertaining, has universal 
appeal... and knows all the write people. 

Anyone well-versed in the joys of the 
internet will recognize that I’m talking 
about my recent plunge into the world of 
cyberspace. In two short months I’ve gone 
from being a total net virgin to a virtual 
cyberjunkie... and it’s a classic love-hate 
relationship. 

Being pretty much a technology- 
phobe, I resisted the cyber urge as long as 
possible but when, due to circumstances 
beyond my control, I found myself faced 
with the costly prospect of many long- 
distance phone bills to a place far, far 
away, I decided it was time to try the 
email route. And now I’m kicking myself 
for not going online sooner. Not that 
cruising the internet is any replacement 
for cruising authentic, living, breathing 
human beings... but it certainly beats 
infomercials and psychic hotlines when 
you're wide awake at 2 AM, and it’s 
informative, too. 

But hey, I’m not going to snow you 
with all that stuff about the net being 
“educational.” It certainly is, there’s no 
doubt about it, but it’s also great fun— 
like being handed the keys to the 
Enterprise and told, “You go, girl!” The 
cyber frontier seems endless. 


It’s also the perfect tool for the gay & 
lesbian underground. There are 
hundreds of G&L-related websites 
offering resource information on a truly 
global scale—everything you ever wanted 
to know about dyke poets, musicians, 
women’s bars and gay-friendly vacation 
spots, even advice on how to come out to 
your parents. There are chat rooms, 
photo booths, and home pages for artists 
with huge dyke followings like k. d. lang, 
Melissa Etheridge and ani difranco... not 
to mention email list groups that cater to 
socio-political issues, common interests 
(some are so specific, I half expect to see 
a list exclusively for left-handed/ 
granola/pagan/dyke journalists) and even 
sexual flavours of the month, from the 
very vanilla to the baddest B&D. 

A word of warning: unless yqu truly 
HAVE NO LIFE, try to resist the list- 
subscription temptation. Be afraid, be 
very afraid. I love to get mail, so I applied 
to dykenet, a closed, lesbian-only list. A 
response was so long coming that I 
ended up subscribing to sappho.list in 
the meantime. 

Then I discovered a list devoted solely . 
to the Indigo Girls (heaven is a girl 
named Amy Ray!... where pretty much 
anything is open for discussion, 
EXCEPT Amy and Emily’s personal 
lives. Recent A&E topics included a 
hearty celebration of Emily’s birthday, an 
enthusiastic debate of how to most 
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correctly pronounce Emily’s last name 
(Saliers; sale-yers seems to be the general 
consensus), the top 10 songs we’d most 
HATE to hear covered by the 
IG (“Stayin’Alive,” “Achy 
Breaky Heart,” and Barry 
Manilow’s “Mandy” ranked 
right up there)... and just what 
did Amy have in mind 
anyway, when she wrote 
“didn’t we share the same boat 
in 1694?” 

I’m still on the IG list 
(purely for educational and business 
reasons) but, alas, the sheer volume of 
postings to the dykenet proved to be too 
much for me. After my subscription 
request was finally deemed worthy of 
membership (I still can’t figure out how 
they can tell if you’re a real dyke from the 
typed message “subscribe dykenet”... I 
guess most applicants drop a few code 
words into their subscription posts) I 
ended up unsubscribing in desperation 
after just four weeks. I was receiving more 
than a hundred messages a day—I had to 
cut the cord! 

Most of the threads were of little 
relevance to me anyway, and some were 
downright silly; one desperate-sounding 
woman requested serious advice on 
walking into a gay bar alone for the first 
time. She’d been going in with a friend 
for years, but was afraid people would 
think she was looking for a one-night 


stand if she went in by herself. Which, it 
turns out, was PRECISELY what she 
WAS looking for, she just didn’t want 
people to THINK that’s what 
she was looking for. Most 
respondents had little 
sympathy and suggested she 
just grow up. 

And a few of the ‘regulars’ 
> | seemed to get off (take that 
any way you want) by baiting 
others on touchy topics like 
butch vs femme protocol; 
lesbians vs dykes vs bisexuals; fisting and 
packing (which apparently is NOT 
about self-defence and travel tips—sorry, 
Aunt Gladys); and whether or not it’s a 
breach of dykenet etiquette for a woman 
who identifies as ‘queer’ to write about 
her bisexual (female) lover... who is 
married to a man... who enjoys watching 
the two of them cuddle. Many d-netters 
joined this particular list precisely 
because discussion of sex involving men 
is expressly forbidden, yet still these 
tiresome threads about threesomes, and 
males being turned on by femmes, seem 
to go on forever. 

All things considered, being online is 
a great way to connect with other 
lesbians, and not just electronically. You 
can be as anonymous or as out as you 
want to be, and your cyber wanderings 
might even lead to live encounters: 

“Just wanted to let anyone in the 
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Toronto area know that if they are in 
need of a ride to Michigan, I still have 
room in my car. I will be leaving the 
morning of August 12. If anyone would 
hke-a riders 

Uh, did I mention the net is a life- 
stealer? Well, yeah, there’s that small 
matter of the addiction factor... it’s 
amazing how the time just flies by 
when you’re leap-frogging to various 
websites. You forget to eat, shower, feed 
the cats, go to work, iron your lover’s 
shirt... and there’s that nasty carpal 
tunnel overuse thing one has to be 
constantly on guard against. Rumour 
has it having sore wrists can adversely 
affect the sex life of lesbians... not that I 
would know anything about that... but I 
bet there’s a place on the internet where 
you could check it out. 


Loud ’n Queer 
Cabaret 


unstraight...uncensored...unrestrained 


November 20—24 


Catalyst Theatre 
8529-103 Street — Phone 431-1750 


CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS/PROPOSALS 
Maximum LencTH: 15 Minutes 
Deadline for Submissions: Sept 15 


OUR BODIES 
OUR HEALTH 


Pap Smear 
by Patti 

The pap smear is a screening test in 
which cells that are normally shed from 
the cervix are collected, stained, and then 
examined under a microscope. 

To take a pap smear, your doctor must 
first insert a speculum into the vagina. By 
gently dilating the vaginal canal, the 
speculum permits the doctor to examine 
the inside of the vagina as well as the 
cervix. 

Once the cervix is exposed, a small 
spatula or brush is then used to collect a 
sample of cells from the cervix. The cell 
sample is then smeared onto a glass slide. 

Usually the doctor will perform a pelvic 
exam at this time. For the exam, the doctor 
feels the shape, size and position of the 
internal reproductive organs by inserting 
two fingers into the vagina and pressing 
down on the abdomen with the other 
hand. This allows the doctor to detect any 
abnormalities. 

There is a lot of controversy about how | 
often a pap smear should be done. Check 
with your physician about her or his 
thoughts on this. When properly taken, 
pap smears can be 95% accurate in 
detecting an early preinvasive cancer of the 
cervix. 


Next month: Safe Sex Practices. 
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SUBMISSIONS 
WELCOME 


We are always seeking submissions 
of interest to local lesbians. Letters to 
the editor, book, concert and movie 
reviews, political and social 
commentary, short fiction, poetry and 
artwork are all welcomed. (It isn’t 
necessary to stick to the topics of the 
coming issues.) 

Contributors may either write to 
Womonspace News (#30-9930-106 St, 
Edmonton AB T5K 1C7), attend a 
newsletter meeting, or leave a message 
at 425-0511. Next meeting is 
September 8", at the Cook & Gardener 
Cafe, 10345-106 Street, at noon. This is 
the submissions deadline for October. 

Topics for coming months: 
November- Erotica; December- Veggie 
Lezzies; January- Gaydar. 

Don’t miss a single issue! 
Womonspace members receive a 
discreetly mailed copy every month, 
about 10 days before the free copies are 
around town. Your membership also 
helps pay for the printing costs, and 
shows your support for the newsletter’s 
continued presence in Edmonton. 


Contributors this issue: 
Lindy Pratch, Faye and Laurie, C. 


Wood, Sandra, Rosa, Sheryl McInnes, 
Amy Lee Cardufian, & Patti. 


Private Club Atmosphere 


No Membership Fees 


Weekdays: 2 pm—2 am... Happy Hour 2—6 pm 

Saturdays: 7 pm—2 am...Ladies Only: see Saturday 
of Every Month; Private Functions other Saturdays. 
Sundays: Closed, but... Available for Special Events 


ie. Team Parties, Fundraisers, Tournaments, etc. 


10306 - 112 Street 
Upstairs — CaL. 429-7234 


ACCOMMODATIONS: 


1 bedroom basement suite in 
a house; $325/month inc 
utilities & laundry; near 
Bonnie Doon and bus routes. 


Phone 468-2579. 


1 bedroom basement suite in 
a house; N/S; pets ok; quiet; 
Westmount area; close to bus 
routes. $325/month inc 
utilities & laundry. Avail Oct 
4°. Phone 451-6145. 


WOMONSPACE NEWS 15 


Womonspace 


(* DANCE « 


FORWOMENONLY ~“ 


Saturday, September 2 1 
Bonnie Doon Hall: 9240—93 Street 


b> SPM—1AM a 
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WOMONSPACE 1996 MEMBERSHIP FORM Yi 
#30-9930 106 Street Edmonton AB T5K 1C7 Phone: 425-0511 
Confidentiality Assured | 
| NAME(S) ! 
ADDRESS CITY 
POSTAL CODE PHONE | 
| Membership Fee: $15/single; $25/couple (with one newsletter) | 
Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace (low income available) 
New Member QO Renewal OI would like to be a volunteer Yes O NoQO [ 
Please mail my newsletter to my home 0 
| I will pick up the newsletter at dances/events ) Total enclosed $ ol 
———————— ee ee ee 


